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Communications Committee: 

 

Jodi Coville, Chair,  

Rick DiGiantomasso, Airport Unit,  

Vacant, City Inside Unit,  

Barry Conway, City Outside Unit,  

Marlene Craig, DARTS Unit,  

Dianna Waldner GSWS Unit,  

Joyce King, Lodges Unit,  

Brian Forester, RBG Unit 

Vacant, SMH Unit 

 

Congratulations to Winner 

Gale MacLeod from 

Wentworth Lodge on 

winning $150.00 in gift 

certificates for the 

Summer Scoop Contest!! 
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Hamilton.  

Our City.  

Our Union.  

Our History. 

 

Our history is found in: 

• Our Members 

• The legislation that affects 

public sector workers  

• At the bargaining table 

• On the picket line 

• At rallies and demonstrations 

• In the labour movement 

 

To learn more about the history 

of CUPE Local 5167 visit our 

historical website: 

www.5167history.org 

 

Did you know? 

 

The Origin of CUPE Local 5167 

In July 1918, City of Hamilton 

outside employees are chartered 

as the  Civic Employees Union 

Local 16208 under the American 

Federation of Labor (AFL). The 

Local’s first president was 

William Nolan. 

 

 

Could you imagine? 

In 1933 Hamilton civic workers accept 

a 10% overall wage cut; 5% is 

restored in 1936, and the remaining 

5% in 1937. Workers are given six 

paid statutory holidays and have to 

work a 44-hour week with the 

exception of the cemetery 

department, which works 48 hours a 

week. 

 

 

Last Strike! 

On July 11 1973, Local 5’s garbage 

workers walk off the job; Local 167 

workers join them on July 30. Board 

of Education workers also join the 

picket lines. The strike lasts until 

September 17. The main issues are 

wage parity with Toronto civic workers 

and a cost-of-living allowance that 

would help wages keep up with 

runaway inflation. 
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Francis Orvell (F.O.) (Frank) Rogers – Helped make 5167 today! 

By Ed Thomas 

F.O. Rogers was at the forefront of the creation of 

CUPE Local 5167.   In April 1956, The Trades and 

Labour Congress and the Canadian Congress of 

Labour merged together to become the 

Canadian Labour Congress (CLC).  This was a 

historical step bringing all unions under one 

umbrella organization.  It didn't take long after 

that the spirit of cooperation spread out to the 

two public sector unions.  Both the National 

Union of Public Service Employees (NUPSE) and 

the National Union of Public Employees (NUPE) 

felt the time had come to merge into one union 

representing all public employees. 

With the blessing of the CLC a Unity Committee 

was formed with representatives from both 

unions. I will not go into detail of all the names, 

but on the NUPSE side was Stan Little and 

Frank Rogers from Local 5.  The first Unity 

Committee meeting took place in Toronto on 

July 17th and 18th, 1956.   

Roger’s determination and dedication are 

demonstrated by his serving as Vice-President 

of the National Union of Public Service 

Employees (NUPSE) and his participation in the 

merger discussions between NUPSE and the 

National Union of Public Employees (NUPE).  

These discussions which began in 1956, were 

not completed until 1963 with the result being 

the merger into the Canadian Union of Public 

Employees (CUPE); Canada's largest union, and 

remains the largest union today.  Stan Little, the 

first President of CUPE observed that while a lot 

of people came and went Frank Rogers was 

there from day one until the merger into CUPE 

was complete.  Indeed, Little considers Rogers 

to have been a vital player for NUPSE, one who 

knew just which questions to ask. 

At the September 24th, 1963 CUPE's founding 

convention in Winnipeg the total membership 

was 78,000 and has grown to 665,000 

members in 2018.  Pat Lenihan, NUPE, 

compares the merger in 1963 that created 

CUPE to helping a large, full-term infant 

prepare for its inevitable birth. 

Members of CUPE Local 5167 should be very 

proud knowing that Francis Orvell Rogers, a 

past member of our local was instrumental in 

sowing the seeds that helped build CUPE into 

the strong and largest Union that it is today.   

Unity remains at the very core of the labour 

movement.
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  The Celebration 
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Name: _________________________________ Age: _______ 

Parent/Member if app: ______________________ Unit:________ 

Please submit the original to Jodi Coville by November 30th , 2018 at the Union Hall. 


